Limbic encephalitis - a review.
The clinical features of limbic encephalitis are diverse and early diagnosis of the disorder is frequently difficult. Four patients with limbic encephalitis are described. An antineuronal antibody was identified in three of these patients. Antibodies directed against voltage-gated potassium channels, the N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor and an unidentified neuropil antigen were each found in one patient. The fourth patient had multifocal paraneoplastic encephalitis associated with small cell lung cancer. The clinical and imaging findings associated with these antibodies and the other antineuronal antibodies described in patients with limbic encephalitis are reviewed. An approach to the diagnosis and management of limbic encephalitis is presented.